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Hello! Welcome, summertime! Welcome swifts
and long nights; welcome wonder. Welcome to our
seasonal brochure, stuffed with events, courses and
encounters all celebrating the magic of words.

The National Centre for Writing is on tour around

the region this summer! Join us on the beach at

First Light Festival in Lowestoft for Search Party with
award-winning Inua Ellams (p.3). Be in Essex for a
conversation about the power of language with Camilla
Balshaw, Emily Abdeni-Holman and Boakye D. Alpha.
We're popping up at The Forum for Norwich Pride, at
Norwich Playhouse for Elizabeth Day in conversation
with Simon Savidge, and we’'ll play host to Norwich
History Festival at Dragon Hall in July (pp.4-5).

Our Family Imagination Days (p.10) in the summer will
transform our medieval home and enclosed garden
into a vibrant, safe space for play and storytelling!
You're invited to unleash your creativity and let loose
with your imagination with activities and crafts for all.
If you're meeting us online, you'll find something for
every palate and pursuit through NCW Academy (p.16)
and our digital collection, the Writing Hub.

This is also my final brochure. Hard to imagine this is
goodbye: after eight years in Norwich I'm setting sail
in the summer for new adventures, but not before
thanking you, our artists, audiences and communities,
for making my work such a gift. Paula Sanchez is our
new Artistic Director and CEO, and you're in excellent
hands. Here's to you NCW — soar!

BEACH HUTS AT WELLS © THOMAS UNDERWOOD

Warmest wishes,

Peggy Hughes
CEO, National Centre for Writing

© DANNY KASIRYE

What's on

Inua Ellams: Search Party

SAT 20 JUNE, 4PM, FIRST LIGHT

FESTIVAL, LOWESTOFT BEACH, FREE

Pick a word, any word. Blurring the

lines between artist and audience, Inua
Ellams invites his audience to guide

his unmissable festival event. Through
random, spontaneous word prompts, he
searches his vast archive of poems, plays,
monologues, essays, and epigraphs to
respond in real time and deliver an electric,
unpredictable performance to the crowd.
No two shows are the same!

Inua is an award-winning poet, playwright
and performer. He has created work for
the Royal Shakespeare Company, National

Theatre, Tate Modern, and Louis Vuitton.
His books are published by Bloomsbury
and Penned in the Margins, among others.
A dedicated curator of live experiences, he
founded The Midnight Run, The Rhythm
and Poetry Party, and Poetry + Film / Hack.

Search Party has toured internationally,
including at Singapore Poetry Festival,
the Roundhouse, Donmar Warehouse,
Bush Theatre, The Royal Court and
Shakespeare’s Globe.

FIRST
LIGHT
FESTIVAL

nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk 01603 877177




Dragon Hall Social

WED 10 JUNE, WED 8 JULY, WED 9
SEPTEMBER & WED 14 OCTOBER,
DOORS 5.30PM, NATIONAL CENTRE

FOR WRITING, FREE & DROP-IN

Open to anyone who makes, reads, or
works with words! Our monthly drop-in
social is an opportunity to grab a drink,
meet people, cook up plans and compare
notes, to talk books, and to hear what's
happening in Norwich.

One of Us: Elizabeth Day

TUE 16 JUNE, 6.30PM, NORWICH

THEATRE PLAYHOUSE, £15

The Sunday Times bestselling author and
host of How to Fail, one of today’s most
influential podcasts, brings her suspenseful
new novel to Norwich. A thrilling story of
betrayal, old bonds, and buried scandals,
One of Us is a razor-sharp dissection of
class and power in contemporary society.
Elizabeth will be in conversation with
Simon Savidge.

Writing and the Power of Language:
Emily Abdeni-Holman, Boakye

D. Alpha & Camilla Balshaw

WED 24 JUNE, 7PM, ESSEX WRITERS

HOUSE, SOUTHEND-ON-SEA,

FREE (BOOKING REQUIRED)

Join Essex Book Festival for an evening
with the National Centre for Writing's
Escalator New Writing Fellows Emily
Abdeni-Holman and Boakye D. Alpha. They
will be in conversation with award-winning
author Camilla Balshaw about writing and
the power of language, with discussion
rooted in cultural histories, oppression and
identity.
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South Asian Literature in Translation:

Interventions and Futures with
Deepa Bhasthi, Jason Grunebaum,
Arunava Sinha & Tara Tobler

TUE 21 JULY, 2PM, ONLINE, FREE

What does the current state — and future
— of South Asian writing in translation
look like? Delivered as part of this year's
British Centre for Literary Translation
Summer School, this online discussion uses
SALT Chicago as a case study for bringing
literature from South Asia into the English-
language market. How far have we come,
and where do we go from here?

Part of the BCLT International Literary
Translation and Creative Writing Summer
School, in collaboration with SALT

4 01603 877177 nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk

National Centre for Writing
at Norwich Pride

SAT 25 JULY, ALL DAY, THE FORUM, FREE
Come along and meet the NCW team

at Norwich Pride! We'll be stationed in

The Forum all day to share how you can
get involved with the National Centre for
Writing, and to celebrate LGBTQIA+ writers,
creators and communities.

N

Heritage Open Days at Dragon Hall
SUN 13 SEPTEMBER, 10.30AM-4PM,
NATIONAL CENTRE FOR WRITING,

FREE (BOOKING REQUIRED)

Heritage Open Days is England'’s largest
festival of history and culture. We're
opening the doors of our historic building
for a day of lightning talks designed to
illuminate Dragon Hall’s history and
place in the stories of Norwich’s trade
and industries. Booking opens on Wed 26
August!

heritage open days
Coordinated by The Forum

On Tour with Bad Betty Press
THU 8 OCTOBER, 6.30PM,
NATIONAL CENTRE FOR WRITING,
PAY WHAT YOU WISH

Join Bad Betty Press for a night of dynamic
poetry and performance, showcasing
world-class artists and local favourites in
awarm and inclusive setting. Featuring
performances from Anja Konig, Keith
Jarrett, Perla Kantarjian, Jake Wild Hall and
William Wyld. This popular night is sure to
sell out so grab your tickets quickly!

Jake Wild Hall

nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk 01603 877177




Norwich History Festival

at Dragon Hall

We're delighted to host Norwich History Festival at Dragon
Hall for a series of book events which bring local and world-

renowned history to life.

Crick: A Mind in Motion

with Matthew Cobb

MON 20 JULY, 6PM, NATIONAL

CENTRE FOR WRITING, £8

Drawing from his major new biography,
Professor Matthew Cobb discusses the

life of Francis Crick, the twentieth-century
pioneering neuroscientist and co-discoverer
of the DNA double helix.

Elizabeth Boleyn: The Life

of the Queen’s Mother with
Sophie Bacchus-Waterman

MON 20 JULY, 7.30PM, NATIONAL
CENTRE FOR WRITING, £8

Tudor historian Sophie Bacchus-Waterman
brings the first narrative biography of
Elizabeth Boleyn to Norwich. For the
first time, the infamous rise and fall of
Norfolk’s most legendary family is told
through Elizabeth’s eyes, offering a fresh
perspective on the woman who raised a
Queen and witnessed the Tudor court’s
ultimate betrayal.

James I: Passion at the Heart of the
Monarchy with Gareth Russell

TUE 21 JULY, 6PM, NATIONAL

CENTRE FOR WRITING, £8

Historian and broadcaster Gareth Russell
discusses his BBC History Book of the Year,
Queen James. This groundbreaking study re-
examines Britain's first Stuart king through
a new lens: the six intense love affairs that
defined his reign.

Anne Boleyn and the French

with Estelle Paranque

TUE 21 JULY, 7.30PM, NATIONAL

CENTRE FOR WRITING, £8

Historian Estelle Paranque will draw from
her book Thorns, Lust and Glory: the Betrayal
of Anne Boleyn to explore the life of a
woman who has mesmerised the English
public for centuries. In this talk, Estelle

will look at the relationship between Anne
Boleyn and the French court.

Explore the full programme and book at
norwichhistoryfestival.co.uk.

Norwich
History
Festival

01603 877177 nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk
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National Centre
for Writing

Explore, create and discover

Open March-October National Centre for Writing,
Sundays & Mondays Dragon Hall, 115-123 King St,
10am-3pm Norwich NR11QE

FREE ENTRY! Registered charity 1110725

ARTS COUNCIL
ENGLAND

NORWICH
CITYOF
LITERATURE

© PAUL FLACK
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Dragon Hall Summertime (J

Step inside one of Norwich's most
iconic medieval landmarks and let your
imagination run wild. As the home of
Norwich UNESCO City of Literature, we
invite you to pick up a trail map, marvel
at the historic Great Hall, or relax in our
enclosed garden. There's inspiration
around every corner.

* Discover the story of medieval Norwich
through one of its most important
buildings. Pick up a map or download our
audio tour to begin your journey.

* Become a Dragon Hall explorer! Embark
on a family-friendly trail and complete
creative activities as you explore the
building.

* Find inspiration and get creative. Drop
in to a writing session, make friends, and
share your story.

* Relax and unwind in our enclosed
garden. It's the perfect spot to bring your
lunch and bathe in the summer sunshine.

Open Sundays and Mondays, 10am-3pm,
from March to October. Entrance is free!
No booking required.

More ways to get involved

Drop in and Write (ages 60+)

MON 8 JUNE, MON 13 JULY, MON 10
AUGUST, MON 14 SEPTEMBER & MON 12
OCTOBER, 2-4PM, NATIONAL CENTRE FOR
WRITING, FREE & DROP-IN

A quiet and supportive space where you
can start writing or continue existing
projects alongside like-minded people. Tea
and coffee provided!

Guided Heritage Tours

MON 15 JUNE, MON 20 JULY, MON 17
AUGUST & MON 21 SEPTEMBER, 2PM, £5
SUGGESTED DONATION

Take a guided tour of Dragon Hall and learn
more about its architectural and social
history from an experienced volunteer
guide. Please book in advance as spaces
are limited.

Story Makers: An Exhibition

SUN 2-TUE 4 AUGUST, 10AM-3PM,
NATIONAL CENTRE FOR WRITING, FREE &
DROP-IN

Who lived at Dragon Hall? What have these
old walls witnessed? Whose story hasn’t yet
been told? Our Story Makers have explored
the archives to create personal responses
to Dragon Hall and King Street through
textiles, sound installations, creative writing
and more.

Made possible with the National Lottery Heritage Fund.

Family Imagination Days
For dates and opening times, please refer
to page 10.

With thanks to the D'Oyly Carte Charitable

Trust, Home Instead Charities, Garfield Weston
Foundation, The Limbourne Trust, Norfolk
Community Foundation through the Connecting
Older People Fund, Norwich Consolidated Charities
and WG Edwards Charitable Foundation.

nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk 01603 877177 9
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Join us throughout the summer as we transform Dragon Hall
and our enclosed garden into a vibrant, safe space for play and
storytelling! Unleash your creativity with hands-on craft activities
— ranging from picture book making to puppetry — designed
to spark the imagination of all ages.

You can also relax in the book nook,
borrow an explorer bag, play giant games
outside, and get involved with drawing

& and colouring.

L FLA

2 Drop in any time between 10am-3pm, no
© booking required.

PA

MON 20 JULY, TUE 21 JULY, MON 27 JULY,
TUE 28 JULY, MON 3 AUGUST, TUE 4
AUGUST, MON 17 AUGUST, TUE 18 AUGUST,
MON 24 AUGUST, TUE 25 AUGUST, MON 31
AUGUST & TUE 1 SEPTEMBER

10 01603 877177 nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk

More activities for young
people & families

Tiny Dragons: Early-Years

Explorer Sessions

TUE 26 JUNE, TUE 14 JULY & WED 19
AUGUST, 10AM, NATIONAL CENTRE FOR
WRITING, FREE

A wonderful opportunity for young
explorers to discover Dragon Hall through
crafts, storytelling, and singing with guest
creative facilitators. These monthly early-
years sessions are designed for walking
children up to four years old.

Stitched Stories: Make Your Own
Book with Amanda Addison

WED 29 JULY, 10AM-12NOON, NATIONAL
CENTRE FOR WRITING, PAY WHAT YOU
WISH

Use the inspiring surroundings of Dragon
Hall to make your own artist book! Led
by Amanda, you'll design a one-of-a-
kind fabric cover using simple sewing
techniques. Once your masterpiece is
built, it's time to fill the pages with your
own epic stories! Suitable for ages 11-13
years.

Time Travelling Tales with

Rebecca Stonehill

WED 5 AUGUST, 10AM-12NOON, NATIONAL
CENTRE FOR WRITING, PAY WHAT YOU
WISH

Embark on a journey across time and
space with Rebecca Stonehill. Using the
history of Dragon Hall as inspiration,
imagine a child from the medieval period
and breathe them to life, blending words,
poetry and history! Suitable for ages 8-10
years.

Who am I? Beyond the Book

with Amanda Addison

WED 12 AUGUST, 10AM-12NOON,
NATIONAL CENTRE FOR WRITING, PAY
WHAT YOU WISH

Join us for an interactive session inspired
by Amanda Addison’s YA novel, Looking
for Lucie. Explore the topics that matter
to you — identity, belonging, friendships,
family and the things that define who
you are — and use them to write a story.
Suitable for ages 11-13 years.

If These Walls Could Speak... with
Tim Edwards & Fiona Muller

WED 19 AUGUST, 10AM-12NOON,
NATIONAL CENTRE FOR WRITING, PAY
WHAT YOU WISH

There are skulls hidden around Dragon
Hall. What stories will they tell? Don your
detective hat and explore our medieval
building, pick a skull, and write a story
that brings it to life. Suitable for ages
8-10years.

(D
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Made possible with the National Lottery
Heritage Fund. Further supported by
Norwich Freemen’s Charity.

nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk 01603 877177
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Meet the World

The home of NCW's work on the international stage.

Rooted in Norwich UNESCO City of Literature but with a global
reach, we are proud to collaborate with writers, translators,
and organisations from all languages and cultures.

Meet our residents

Meet some of the artists-in-residence
at National Centre for Writing, staying
between June and September 2026.

Seoul-based artist Dong I-Hyang is

a playwright, theatre director, and
filmmaker. Recognised for award-winning
plays like Liver and River and Blackout, she
has received prestigious honours including
the Cha Beom-seok and Yun Young-sun
Theatre Awards. Her play collections One
Day, Four Doors, and Liver and River are
published in Korean.

Adelle Wee is an award-winning Korean-
to-English translator from Singapore. A
fellow at the Literature Translation Institute
of Korea with an MA from Ewha Womans

Dong I-Hyang

University, she has received multiple LTI
Korea and Modern Korean Literature
honours. Her work spans film and prose,
including her debut novel translation, A
Spider Is Saturday Dawn by Jeong Duk-si.

Ecre Karadag is a Japanese-English literary
translator and publishing professional
based in London. She is currently

working on multiple book-length literary
translations, including the forthcoming
Mari the Unwonderful Witch by Asako
Yuzuki.

Elete Nelson-Fearon is a translator, editor
and educator working between Arabic,
Spanish and English. She was a recipient
of the 2025 American Literary Translators
Association (ALTA) Travel Fellowship. Elete
has translated plays from Mexico, Egypt,
Cuba, Palestine and Spain.

Based in Coventry, Yaqi Xi is a literary
translator and postgraduate researcher
specialising in an ecological, audio-
remediated approach to Chinese fiction.
As a translator, she is currently working on
translations of Ban Yu'’s fiction, including

a recently published English translation of
‘Chorus’ in Eunoia Review.

With thanks to Arts Council Korea,
Hawthornden Foundation and LTI Korea.

© DIETER ROGIERS

Norwich, in slow
sips (a brief history
of not quite writing)

Dieter Rogiers

Where is your favourite spot to write?
Belgian author and film critic Dieter
Rogiers embarks on a coffee trail of
Norwich in search of the perfect blend
of caffeine and creativity. His writing
residency in April 2026 was part of an
exchange with Passa Porta house of
literature in Brussels.

Sensible people navigate cities by maps.
I navigate them by the character of
coffee. It's a wholly unreliable method.
Then again, in my hands, so are maps.

Once you have settled on coffee as a
compass, the difficulty lies in deciding
where to go. In Norwich, Strangers
Coffee presents itself as an obvious

The Merchant’s
House

choice. The coffee is precise, almost
studied, and the window offers a steady
procession of passersby, each briefly
suggestive of a story. On a sunny day,
the succulents on the sill cast shifting
shadows on your notepad, dark as spilt
ink, while behind you, the espresso
machine keeps time - hiss, tamp, hiss - a
metronome for sentences that do not
always arrive. After a Kenyan espresso
(acidic, deep into your gums) and a
Colombian (warmer, more forgiving) my
notepad remained mostly flat white.

Opening skirmish: Coffees 2 - Sentences 0

Do you pick aroma as your destination,
or a spot where you get your best writing
done? This is the writer’s perennial
conundrum. And is there such a thing as
a blend that works?

The Merchant’s House certainly comes
close. Claim the red velvet armchair by
the counter, if you can, where a black
card with a hand-drawn sun informs
you that Ray arrives at 10:30 and will
depart at 1. In those two and a half
hours, sentences are nearly guaranteed
to appear. The hitch is that other writers
convene here too. It's easy to lapse into
long conversations with them while Ray
quietly sees himself out.

Half-time score: Coffees 4 - Sentences 5
(two of them someone else’s)

Scan the QR code to
continue reading.

nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk 01603 877177 13
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E{t_;'.lalator Fellows 2025/26

Support for writers

How to access writing support, connect with others, and get
involved in creative projects this summer.

Resources & advice

Writing Hub

Our free online collection explores

the craft of writing, creative ideas, and
showcases new work. Whether you're
looking for in-depth articles on writing
techniques, podcast interviews with
emerging and established authors, reading
recommendations, or insights into the
future of writing, our digital library offers
a wealth of content to read, listen to, and
watch.

Explore now at nationalcentre
forwriting.org.uk/writing-hub.

The Writers’ Room at Dragon Hall
Your place to read and write in Norwich!
The Writers’ Room offers free, bookable
desk space on Thursdays and Fridays each
week, providing a retreat in the city for use
by writers, artists, and creatives. Facilities
include free WiFi and access to the garden.
Please book your desk in advance.

To book your spot, visit nationalcentre
forwriting. org.uk/writers-room.

14 01603 877177 nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk

Opportunities

City of Literature residencies

NCW hosts a year-round residency
programme for UK and international
writers and translators; a mix of in-person
opportunities and virtual residencies. We
collaborate with a variety of partners and
funders to support our residencies, while
promoting international residencies from
sister Cities of Literature around the world.

For the latest opportunities, visit national
centreforwriting.org.uk/residencies.

Dragon Hall Retreats

Aretreat in the Dragon Hall Cottage in the
centre of Norwich is an investment in your
writing and an opportunity to get away from
everyday life. We welcome bookings for
2026 for single or joint retreats from anyone
interested in creative writing or literary
translation.

To find out more, visit nationalcentre
forwriting.org.uk/dragon-hall-retreats.

East Anglian Book Awards

Since 2008, the East Anglia Book Awards
have celebrated writers and books shaping
the region’s literary culture. The awards
have supported over 150 authors and 200
titles, with past winners including Anna
Trench, Ashley Hickson-Lovence, Melissa
Harrison, and Sarah Perry. Entries for the
2026 awards will open on Sat 13 June and
close on Thu 30 July.

To enter, visit nationalcentreforwriting.
org.uk/eaba.

In partnership with the Eastern Daily
Press and University of East Anglia

Emerging Translator Mentorships
Each year, we nurture a cohort of talented
emerging translators into English

through our mentoring programme,
focusing particularly on languages with
underrepresented literatures in English.
Applicants need not be based in the UK
(unless specified). The Emerging Translator
Mentorships for 2026/27 will open on Fri
24 July, with this year's language strands
announced at that time. Applications close
on Mon 24 August.

To apply, visit nationalcentreforwriting.
org.uk/etm.

Escalator New Writing Fellowships
Escalator is our long-standing programme
for East Anglian writers. Unpublished
fiction writers receive mentoring,
networking opportunities, and industry
training to help develop their work and
pursue a career as an author. We especially
encourage applications from LGBTQI+
writers and those from underrepresented
ethnic backgrounds. Applications open on
Tue 28 July and close on Tue 15 September.

To apply, visit nationalcentreforwriting.
org.uk/escalator.

nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk 01603 877177 15
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Workshops

Try something new or

sharpen your writing skills with

a friendly creative workshop.

SAT 6 JUNE, 10-11.30AM, NATIONAL
CENTRE FOR WRITING, £20 (£15 CONC)
Understand the key ingredients for
cooking up an impactful short story in this
insightful and practical workshop. You'll
explore shape and form and learn how a
strong grasp of structure can help your
stories flourish — making them polished,
purposeful, and ready for submission.

SAT 27 JUNE, 10AM-12.30PM, NATIONAL
CENTRE FOR WRITING, £45 (£35 CONC)
Whether you write fiction or non-fiction,
this workshop reveals how to weave
culture, folklore, and personal memory into
the heart of place and landscape. Move
beyond basic descriptions to explore the
‘spirit of place’, discovering how past lives
leave their mark on the present.

SAT 1 AUGUST, 2-4.30PM, NATIONAL
CENTRE FOR WRITING, £45 (£35 CONC)
Our lives are rich in moments, experiences
and lessons which can inspire our
storytelling. Join author Uju Asika in a
playful workshop suitable for writers of all
disciplines and skill levels. We will explore
questions around ethics, the slippery
nature of truth, and how to create a safe
container for you and your story.

© LAUREN PSYK

Louise Tonda&t"il

SAT 12 SEPTEMBER, 10AM-

12.30PM, NATIONAL CENTRE FOR
WRITING, £45 (£35 CONC)

Learn how to create intriguing, ‘hookful’
opening chapters through crafting and
redrafting and how to use pacing to draw
your readers into your story. Designed for
novelists of all levels of experience, this
session will focus on intrigue and character
in the opening chapters of your prose.

SAT 12 SEPTEMBER, 2-4.30PM, NATIONAL
CENTRE FOR WRITING, £45 (£35 CONC)
This workshop gives you the chance to
pause and set goals for your writing, and
to connect with other writers in a friendly,
reflective space. With a focus on grounding
and intention setting, the session includes
simple breath work, visualisation, and
writing exercises.

nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk
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Evening courses

Weekly in-person sessions designed for you to practise skills

and workshop ideas.

BEGINS MON 21 SEPTEMBER FOR TEN
WEEKS, 7-9PM, NATIONAL CENTRE

FOR WRITING, £250 (£225 CONC)

Looking for advice on how to finalise, edit,
and polish your prose manuscript? Ian’s
ten-week course is the ideal choice for
more experienced writers with a project in
mind, or anyone seeking guidance on how
to set goals and routines, review a text as a
whole, and prepare their work to attract a
literary agent.

Elizabeth Lewis Williams

BEGINS TUE 13 OCTOBER FOR SIX

WEEKS, 7-9PM, NATIONAL CENTRE

FOR WRITING, £180 (£160 CONC)

This short course invites writers of all
genres to discover the rich world of
archives. Explore how archival materials
can spark ideas, shape narratives, and
bring authenticity to your writing. No prior
experience needed!

18
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Embrace the synopsis

How and when do you craft an effective book synopsis?
The answer isn't always straightforward, but novelist Megan
Bradbury is here to share insight and practical guidance to

help you begin.

Megan Bradbuh

Let’s be honest; no one likes writing a
synopsis. They're really hard to write. But
they are important. A synopsis is part of
a writer’s tool kit. The document we use
to help us find an agent, sell a book to a
publisher, apply for funding, fellowships,
and residencies.

I'm not a planner. But I do like to prompt.
I'suggest you begin with a sentence, a
couple of sentences, a paragraph. When I
was writing my first novel, the description
I stuck onto my wall was ‘a book about
New York City that gives a flavour of the
city itself’. Write down what it is that most
excites you about what you are writing
and stick that to the wall. This is the
embryo of a synopsis.

A long-form project changes over time.
The embryo will grow. So, it will be
necessary to expand this description. A
good time to do this is when you have
completed a first draft. This is called a
‘What is it?’ synopsis. It is a description of
what you have written, without airs and
graces, without any gloss. You are basically
trying to see the whole thing at once
before you begin to pull it apart.

Once you have edited your work it's time
to write a proper synopsis, the slick and
glamourous document that is going to
have agents falling at your feet.

Try assuming the persona of a literary
critic and write a glowing review of your
work. Part of what makes writing a
synopsis hard is finding ways to describe
what the book is without just listing a
series of plot events. We often forget to
write what the book is about, what the
themes are, what the style of it is. A review
naturally incorporates these things. Use
your review as a starting point. Now it's
time to write your synopsis.

Scan the QR code to
read the full article.

nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk
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Online tutored courses

Join a global writing community and receive personalised
feedback on your work with our flexible creative writing

courses.

Designed for writers of all levels, our
practical online courses feature engaging
exercises, interactive Zoom sessions,
curated resources, and fortnightly tutor
feedback to help you refine your craft or
embark on your writing journey.

Courses designed in partnership with the
University of East Anglia

(EA

Universitv of Fast Analia

BEGINS MON 21 SEPTEMBER, £495

Master the essential tools to craft
compelling fiction, from creating
memorable characters and building
captivating plots to discovering and honing
your unique voice. This course is perfect for
anyone starting out as a novelist or short
story writer, offering the foundation you
need to bring your stories to life.

20
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BEGINS MON 21 SEPTEMBER, £495

Explore various forms within the genre,
including biography, reportage, nature
writing, and more. Learn how to effectively
research and convey information, structure
engaging narratives, and express your
unique perspective.

BEGINS MON 21 SEPTEMBER, £495

Discover the wonders of writing verse with
this course dedicated to the theory and
practice of writing poetry for beginners.
Explore imagery, metaphor, voice, layout,
rhythm, and rhyme as you create a
striking portfolio of original poems with
personalised tutor support.

BEGINS MON 21 SEPTEMBER, £495

Explore the spark driving your plot, create
compelling characters (including your
romantic leads and their challenges), and
craft the pivotal ‘meet-cute.’ You'll also
learn to use setting as both character and
plot. By the end, you'll have an edited first
chapter and a clear plan for your story.

BEGINS MON 21 SEPTEMBER, £995

This intensive course deepens your
fiction skills, guiding you through more
sophisticated techniques and diverse
approaches to storytelling. You'll
experiment creatively, read widely, and
emerge with a polished draft of a short
story.

BEGINS MON 21 SEPTEMBER, £995

Explore a range of memoir forms and
explore themes such as grief, iliness, and
personal transformation. Gain insights into
structuring your narrative and weaving
personal experiences into compelling
stories.

BEGINS MON 12 OCTOBER, £300

Examine approaches to writing about the
self and reimagine how you might tell the
story of your life so far. Over eight weeks
you will approach the craft of life writing
in new ways and reflect on how sharing
stories with the world can help ourselves
and others.

BEGINS MON 12 OCTOBER, £300

This course guides you through the joys
and pitfalls of transforming a private
achievement into a public success.

Over eight weeks, you will master the
practicalities of the publishing industry,
from polishing your prose to crafting a
cover letter that demands the attention of
agents and publishers.

nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk
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The Writing
Life: 30-Day
Challenge

Looking for a quick creative
boost or to build a consistent
writing routine? Whether
you're writing for the first
time or breaking old habits,
our 30-day online writing
challenges will help you
achieve your writing goals.

MON 1 JUNE & TUE 1 SEPTEMBER, £30
Spark your creativity and build a creative
routine with our 30-day writing challenge!
Each day, you'll receive a fresh, original
prompt or exercise directly to your inbox.
Just set aside 15 minutes to develop new
skills and cultivate a healthy, inspiring, and
accountable writing habit.

As a bonus, our NCW Academy Manager
Holly Ainley will pop up in videos
throughout to offer encouragement and
motivation to keep you inspired. Take part
online from anywhere, at any time that
suits you. Once purchased, it's yours to
keep forever!

WED 1 JULY & THU 1 OCTOBER, £30

Grow your skills and deepen your writing
practice. The Writing Life: Reflect takes you
on a journey of new generative prompts
where you'll learn to read and write with
fresh eyes. Build the technical skills and
professional confidence needed to truly
refine your voice.

Find a sense of play; journey through
setting, character and plot; write
compelling scenes and beyond, and
discover the power of reading and
revisiting your work.

Designed as a standalone experience,
Reflect can either build on the progress
you made in The Writing Life or serve as
your first step toward taking your creative
practice to a more intentional level.

22
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Online, self-paced courses

These short online courses can be completed at your own
pace, from anywhere. Explore writing habits and routines,
build confidence, develop character and plot, or experiment

with a new genre.

» How to Write Real People in Memoir

* How to Write True Crime

* New Ways with Short Form Poetry

* How to Write Unreliable Narrators

* How to Write Young Adult Fiction

* Writing Characters for Middle-Grade Fiction
* Writing Science Fiction

* How to Make Money From Your Writing

* How to Write More and Stay Happy
* How to be a Confident Poet

* Supercharge Your Writing

* The Writer's Refresh

Many of our courses are free!

nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk
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UEA Evening
Language Programme

One-to-one mentoring

Looking for advice? Need feedback on your writing? chi;IFE UEA Eveni:g 1':-}]5“9”59’9 ngt:'lf’mme

- : ers courses to the general public,
Our expert ment.ors are u'nlquely ploc.e.d to help writers c')f all it to e eghest St b our
levels, from the finer details of a specific project to the bigger experienced and friendly tutors.
picture of your life as a writer. Working one-to-one, each
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session is focused on how best to help you, wherever you are Languages taught include Arabic, BSL,

on your writing journey. Chinese, Dutch, French, German,
Greek, Italian, Japanese, Russian,
Spanish, Portuguese and Polish.

Find out more at; www.uea.colulp

Got questions?
Email: ulp@uea.ac.uk

Mational Centre
for Writing

The
FROM £256.50 -
Sign up for a bespoke package of support r I l n u
and meet regularly with your mentor to
. refine your manuscript, work on a funding
Helen Ivory, poetry mentor f{"%:"l gpplication or implgment an action plan to \ 3 .
P improve your creative practice — whatever Explore gur online library, where words, ideas, and
it is that will help you to achieve your
writing goals.

© MARTIN FIGURA

creativity come to life.

£95 FOR A ONE-HOUR SESSION Book three or more sessions in one i s = ™,

. —— h . Whather youre seeking essays on the art of writing,
Try mentoring for the first time and get a transaction with the same mentor and ; : ; : ;
taster of what the relationship can offer. receive a 10% discount on your total conversations with celebrated authors, er tips and advice
One session Is also useful ifyoulhave a purchase. on your writing craft, our ever-growing callection is yours

particular challenge or area of advice you
would like to address.

te read, listen to, and watceh,

24 nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk Visit nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk /writing-hub
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Welcome to Norwich — a
UNESCO City of Literature,
that dares to dream. We
are a city built on stories,
filled with creative minds
who believe that reading,
writing and their lifelong
benefits should be nurtured
for everyone.

Summer is a perfect time

to experience all that
Norwich’s picturesque
cobbled streets, hidden
buildings, and packed
creative calendar have

to offer. Whether you're
exploring solo, with a friend,
or finding inspiration as a
family, this season is packed
with festivals and events
which celebrate culture,
creativity, and the joy of
reading.

Looking for more things
to do? Follow
@norwichcityoflit on
Instagram for the latest
events and ideas to help
you make the most of our

Semargs Bupdang [mstanga FI M

= - READ:BEAT

Explore the connection between
stories and songs with this year’s
Summer Reading Challenge,
launching in Norfolk libraries on Sat
4 July. This year’s theme is ‘Read to
the Beat’, inviting children to discover
how reading and music both ignite
imagination and creativity.

Delivered by The Reading Agency in
partnership with public libraries and
powered by Universal Music Group
UK, the Summer Reading Challenge
is a fun, free activity for children
aged 4-11. Designed to improve
reading skills and build confidence,
the challenge encourages children
to read whatever they enjoy —

and rewards them along the way!
Younger readers can also join in with
a special mini challenge, so no one
misses out.

Signing up is easy — just visit your
local library or head online to get
started!

Visit norfolk.gov.uk/
summerreadingchallenge.

© JOANNA MILLINGTON

fine city.

norwichcityofliterature.co.uk 01603 877177 27




Coming up this summer
in Norwich & Norfolk

First Light Festival

SAT 20 & SUN 21 JUNE

Join First Light for a midsummer celebration
on the shimmering sands of Lowestoft's
seafront. This free multi-arts festival
includes a line-up of the hottest poets,
comedians, and spoken word performers in
the First Word tent.

Visit firstlightlowestoft.com

Shakespeare as it would have been
performed in the Bard’s Day, as the all-
male cast bring their production of Othello
to the Cathedral Cloister.

Visit cathedral.org.uk/shakespeare

Norwich History Festival

TUE 14-FRI 24 JULY

Norwich History Festival returns for its
second year! Under this year’s theme, ‘Why
History Matters’, you can explore a packed
calendar of talks, book discussions, walks,
music, theatre, film, exhibitions and family-
friendly activities.

Visit norwichhistoryfestival.co.uk

Shakespeare Festival

FRI 3 & SAT 4 JULY

The Lord Chamberlain’s Men return to
Norwich Cathedral for this year’'s annual
open-air Shakespeare Festival. Experience

NOZMAN
LANME Gus o 'l::'l.g! '-;ﬁiﬂf”?
. £ INDIMIDUAL EVENT
CASELY-WAYFog D TICKETS AVAILASLE
e N ows!
TREMAN Rock
JO0
MANNINGTON g2
3mk 34‘5‘"";
A LITERARY FESTIVAL
GREG
NICHoLAS
M CAANE s
SURPRISE
SPEAWER TRC! PIEAS
BLOFELD

257-27" SEPT 2026

City of Stories Summer Trail

SAT 18 JULY-MON 31 AUGUST

Norwich BID invites you to explore

the city through a family-friendly trail
celebrating storytelling in all its forms —

from books and imagination to our much-

loved Paddington statue. Pick up a free
trail map and follow the clues to crack the
code and enter the prize draw!

Visit norwichbid.co.uk

On the Huh! 900 Years

of Norwich Market

TUE 21-SUN 26 JULY

The Common Lot presents a community
performance and exhibition event about
the rich history of Norwich Market, the
largest permanent outdoor market in the
UK. These outdoor performances are free
of charge for everyone to enjoy.

Visit thecommonlot.org

UEA
LIVE

UEA Live is a literary festival based at the

University of East Anglia, the campus where

some of the greatest writers of today have
worked and studied.

WATCH THIS SPAGE...

UEA Live will return in Autumn 2026 with a
terrific line up.

SIGN UPTO OUR MAILING LIST
T0 BE THE FIRST TO HEAR ABOUT
UPCOMING EVENTS

{]C)

@UEALitFest

www.uealive.com

Norwich Pride

SAT 25 JULY

Norwich Pride is one of the biggest free
events in the city, with around 20,000 people
coming together each year to celebrate

the LGBTQIA+ community. Join the march,
experience live entertainment, meet artists
and makers, and engage with a host of
inclusive activities hosted across Norwich.
Visit norwichpride.org.uk

Mannington Book Bash

FRI 25-SUN 27 SEPTEMBER

A boutique literary festival in the heart of
North Norfolk, curated by multi-award-
winning independent bookshop, The Book
Hive. Famous for its relaxed, intimate,
inspiring atmosphere, this year’s lineup
includes Rose Tremain, Jackie Morris and
Rory Clements.

Visit mannington.co.uk/book-bash
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Support reading & writing

for young minds

Norwich is England’s first UNESCO City of Literature,
renowned for its rich storytelling heritage and vibrant
community of writers and creatives. Yet despite this cultural
legacy, the city faces some of the UK’s poorest educational
and literacy outcomes.
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In 2026, the National Year of Reading, Scan to donate today:
help the National Centre for Writing to
deliver free creative sessions for more
than 4,000 children and young people.
Working with 80+ schools across Norfolk
and 40+ writers, we will inspire a new
generation of readers and storytellers.
Visit nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/
Together, we can give children and young  support-us
people the lifelong benefits of reading

and writing for pleasure — building FUNDRAISIN
confidence, nurturing self-expression, REGULATOR

and developing empathy. Registered Charity 1110725 Pq r‘ty I i ke it’s I 430

DRAGON HALL

You . Dragon Hall is a magnificent 15th-century timbered trading hall

enjoy eve and courtyard garden in the heart of Norwich. Blending historic
at T detail with sleek cont touches, it's the perfect creati
of LiterattT8 etail with sleek contemporary touches, it's the perfect creative

canvas for weddings, parties, corporate mingling, and important
events that seek to do things a little differently.

weekend

Find out more at weddingsdragonhall.co.uk or
contact Christina Gardener hires@nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk.

Home to the

Mational Centre
for Writing

© LUKE WITCOMB



Contact us

Online: nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk
Phone: 01603 877177
Email:info@nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk

Office hours are between 9am-5pm
Monday to Friday for queries
by telephone or email.

Visit Dragon Hall
National Centre for Writing, Dragon Hall,
115-123 King St, Norwich NR1 1QE

Open every week, Sunday &
Monday, 10am-3pm.
Free, no booking required.

National Centre for Writing is a registered charity in
England and Wales (no. 1110725)

National Centre
for Writing
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The National Centre for Writing is supported by:

coq
8
£
< 5

Supportedusing publicfundingby L MORWICH H
ARTS COUNCIL 382 City Caucl
ENGLAND e Universityof East Angia
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