International
Literature

For more than a decade, the National Centre for
Writing has been working with the British
Council to curate the International Literature
Exchange (ILX).

This year, we are thrilled to collaborate with the
Cities of Literature in Bucheon, Jakarta, Lviv,
and Odessa to bring together literary
professionals for a unique opportunity to learn,
share expertise, spark collaborations, and build
international networks.

ILX is a vibrant multilateral community
designed to help us work better — together.

Successful applicants will participate in a series
of exchanges with fellow literary professionals
from their country or region between
September and December 2025. These sessions
will culminate in an online international
symposium in January 2026. Throughout the
programme, participants will explore the key
challenges and opportunities shaping the global
literary landscape today.

What do you consider a
literature professional?

We invite expressions of interest from all those
who work in and with words, books, and
literature.

Some of the literature professionals we hope to
hear from include:

Activists | Agents | Civic | Community leaders
Educators | Entrepreneurs | Freelancers
Literature Houses | Networkers | Practitioners
Producers | Publishers | Thinkers
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This is by no means an exhaustive list — if your
work involves literature in any form, we
encourage you to get in touch.

Please note: We are only able to select writers who
also hold another role within the wider literature
ecosystem.

Are there any other eligibility
criteria?

To participate in ILX, applicants must:

« Live and work in one of the following
countries: Indonesia, South Korea,
Ukraine, the UK, or Ireland.

+ Be fluent and comfortable communicating
in English. Some sessions and activities will
be conducted in English. Unfortunately, we
are unable to provide interpretation or
translation services.

We are committed to making ILX as accessible
as possible. Live captioning will be available in
all online events. Please get in touch with us if
you have a query about access.
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How many participants will ILX
invite?

We aim to select approximately six participants
from each region, bringing together a cohort of
around 30 participants in total for ILX.
Successful applicants will be notified in July
2025.

How do | express my interest?

To apply, please complete our online expression
of interest form HERE

What is the timeline for
selection?

The deadline for expressions of interest is 9am
BST on Tue 1 July 2025.

Selected participants will be contacted by Thu 31
July 2025.

How will you select participants?

Participants will be selected based on the
following considerations:

Partnership focus

We are looking for individuals who demonstrate
both the capacity and enthusiasm to develop
new partnerships and engage in international
collaboration and exchange.

Professional experience

We aim to bring together a diverse group
representing a broad spectrum of roles across
the literature sector.
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Employment balance

We will ensure a mix of participants from both
organisations and independent freelance
professionals.

Access to opportunities

Priority will be given to applicants who have not
previously received extensive support through
British Council programmes.

Further information

National Centre for Writing
nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/ILX

British Council
literature.britishcouncil.org

If you have any specific queries about ILX 2025,
please contact Annie Rutherford at
annie@nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk.
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https://literature.britishcouncil.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyqm3Sznc2Z7Uglw80dtmlitWhe1b3vb3AYk0d2skl2Ct-BA/viewform?usp=header

