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EVENTS

WELCOME
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It’s a real pleasure to share with you
the highlights of our Summer ’22
season here at National Centre for
Writing. There were times over the past
two years when we wondered whether
we’d ever again get to throw open the
doors and garden gates of Dragon
Hall to welcome back audiences,
communities and writers. But here we
are, at the point of celebrating our
10th anniversary as England’s first
and the world’s sixth UNESCO City
of Literature, with our doors wide
open and a host of excellent events,
programmes and opportunities in
person and online for you.
Ian McEwan was a strong backer of
our UNESCO City of Literature bid so
it’s a real honour to welcome him back
to talk about his new novel, Lessons,
with Sarah Perry, an NCW Patron and
Norwich stalwart. You can also join us
online or in person to share stories
from around the globe with our Meet
the World series, take an online course,
join us here for a workshop, get your
children involved in summer activities,
take a guided tour of our building,
or just come and hang out at one of
our monthly Socials. It’s going to be a
summer of stories and we can’t wait to
meet you.

What’s on – Events
Ian McEwan and Sarah Perry

THU 15 SEPTEMBER, 6.30PM, ST.
ANDREW’S HALL, NORWICH, £10 (£8 CONC)

Ian McEwan, our foremost storyteller,
returns to Norwich UNESCO City of
Literature to discuss his ambitious and
mesmerising new novel, Lessons.

Hinterland at City of
Literature Publishing Fair
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Best wishes

Chris Gribble
CEO, National Centre for Writing

Ian McEwan

Spanning a 70-year period, Lessons starts
as the Second World War is ending, taking
in the Suez and Cuban Missile Crises, the
fall of the Berlin Wall, and continuing right
up to the current pandemic and climate
change. It raises important questions for
us all. How do global events beyond our
control shape our lives and memories?
What can we really learn from the traumas
of the past?

McEwan’s novel is a chronicle of our times
‒ a powerful meditation on history and
humanity told through the prism of one
man’s lifetime.
Ian will be in conversation with Sarah
Perry, the internationally bestselling author
of Melmoth, The Essex Serpent, and After Me
Comes the Flood.
Celebrating ten years of Norwich UNESCO City
of Literature, programmed by National Centre
for Writing. In partnership with The Book Hive

nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk 01603 877177
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Caine Prize Shortlist Celebration
THU 14 JULY, 7PM, NATIONAL
CENTRE FOR WRITING, FREE

PHOTO: © LUKE WITCOMB

Join us to toast the shortlisted writers
for the AKO Caine Prize 2022 – an annual
award given to an African writer for a
short story published in English. Featuring
Joshua Chizoma, Nana-Ama Danquah,
Hannah Giorgis, Idza Luhumyo and Billie
McTernan.

Michael Pedersen and Omar Musa

WED 3 AUGUST, 6.30PM, NATIONAL CENTRE
FOR WRITING, PAY WHAT YOU CAN

Prize-winning writers Michael Pedersen
and Omar Musa join forces to present their
hotly-anticipated new books. Pedersen’s
poetic memoir Boy Friends has been
flagged as perhaps the most anticipated
publication of the year.
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In partnership with Norwich Arts Centre
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In partnership with University of East Anglia

Hannah Giorgis

Dragon Hall Social

Monthly events

The Noirwich Lecture 2022:
Yelena Moskovich

NCW Book Club

Award-winning Soviet-Ukrainian American
and French novelist and artist Yelena
Moskovich delivers the annual Noirwich
Lecture. Moskovich’s ground-breaking
novels use principles of crime fiction to
explore fractured identities, living histories
and uncanny sins. Their timely lecture will
reflect on the volatility of the written word
and the world; and why ‘Every Russian
literary work is a crime novel’. Part of
Noirwich Crime Writing Festival 2022.

Join us and share your passion for
reading! Our friendly book club sessions
are the perfect way to meet like-minded
readers and to discover exciting new
reads. Our book for June and July
is Heaven by Mieko Kawakami. Visit the
website for news on the book for August
and September.

FRI 9 SEPTEMBER, 6.30PM, THE ENTERPRISE
CENTRE, UEA, £12 (£10 CONC)

Produced by University of East Anglia in
partnership with National Centre for Writing

JUNE-JULY, AUGUST-SEPTEMBER,
NATIONAL CENTRE FOR WRITING
AND ONLINE, PAY WHAT YOU CAN

Dragon Hall Social

WED 20 JULY, WED 21 SEPTEMBER, 6PM,
NATIONAL CENTRE FOR WRITING, FREE

Open to anyone who makes, reads, and
works with words, this monthly drop-in
event is an opportunity to grab a drink
from the bar, meet people, cook up plans
and compare notes, to talk books, and to
hear what’s happening in Norwich.

Write Here Write Now

TUE 5 JULY, TUE 9 AUGUST, 5-7PM,
NATIONAL CENTRE FOR WRITING,
PAY WHAT YOU CAN

Write and meet fellow writers in these
relaxed sessions at Dragon Hall. Write
quietly in the Norwich Freemen’s Charity
Education Room or write and chat in the
garden. Arrive at 5pm or 6pm, stay as
long as you like.

Omar Musa
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CREATIVE ENGAGEMENT

Celebrating our ongoing connections with international writers and
translators by sharing their writing and ideas with new readers.
Talking Stories: New Translation
from Korea and Vietnam
TUE 12 JULY, 7PM, NATIONAL CENTRE
FOR WRITING, PAY WHAT YOU CAN

Our translators in residence at Dragon Hall,
Clare Richards and Soobin Kim, discuss the
intricacies of writing and literary translation
with reference to their participation in
IYAGI, an exciting new chapbook series of
Korean short stories.
In partnership with Strangers Press and
Tilted Axis Press, with support from the
Literature Translation Institute of Korea

Violent Phenomena

TUE 19 JULY, 7PM, ONLINE, FREE

Celebrating the publication of a new
anthology asking questions about
whiteness, the canon, and imperialism.
Featuring Sofia Rehman, Elisa Taber,
Sandra Tamele and Nariman Youssef.
In partnership with BCLT and Tilted Axis Press

Japan to the UK: Poetry in
Collaboration

FRI 16 SEPTEMBER, 7.30PM, NATIONAL
CENTRE FOR WRITING, PAY WHAT YOU CAN

Bringing together poets from Scotland,
England and Japan to celebrate new
works made across styles, languages
and cultures. Featuring visiting poets
Kyoko Yoshida and Fukuda Pero
Hirohisa, plus numerous local names.

Curated by Colin Herd and SJ Fowler and
supported by The Great Britain Sasakawa
Foundation, Daiwa Foundation, Writers Kingston
at Kingston University and Glasgow University
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Meet the World

Discover more activities for young people at nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/youngpeople

Summer holiday writing
workshops for young people
Make way for summer! Our workshops based at Dragon Hall offer
young people aged 11-13 and 14-17 years the time to explore their
writing skills through fun, engaging prompts and activities.
Get Writing with Elaine Baker

Writing Poems with John Osborne

A pick’n’mix session of creative prompts
for developing characters, stories and
dialogue in your poetry and prose. A
relaxed opportunity to write and share
together, with buckets of inspiration,
encouragement, and celebration!

What do we write poems about? Why
do we write them? What makes a good
first line? Join poet John Osborne for an
interactive session that will equip you with
everything you need to get started with
writing poetry.

WED 17 AUGUST, 10AM-12NOON OR
1.30-3.30PM, NATIONAL CENTRE FOR
WRITING, PAY WHAT YOU CAN

Sandra Tamele

6

01603 877177 nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk

WED 24 AUGUST, 10AM-12NOON OR
1.30-3.30PM, NATIONAL CENTRE FOR
WRITING, PAY WHAT YOU CAN

nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk 01603 877177
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WORKSHOPS AND COURSES

Compelling Character Relationships
with Okechukwu Nzelu

Speculative Fiction with
Aliya Whiteley

Telling your Story Through Poetry
with Nadine Aisha Jassat

Travel Writing 101 with
Tharik Hussain

SAT 9 JULY, 10AM-12.30PM, ONLINE, £45
(£35 CONC)
Join the award-winning author of The
Private Joys of Nnenna Maloney for a friendly
workshop on how to craft compelling
character relationships in your fiction
writing. A perfect exercise in how to build
an emotional connection with your reader.

SAT 23 JULY, 10AM-12.30PM, ONLINE, £45
(£35 CONC)
Discover ways of bringing your experience,
history and unique perspective to the
page. Poet and performer Nadine Aisha
Jassat will show you how to generate
material for new poems and connect your
experiences to wider histories.

SAT 6 AUGUST, 10AM-12.30PM, ONLINE,
£45 (£35 CONC)
Let your imagination take flight in this
workshop on speculative fiction with multitalented author Aliya Whiteley. Aliya will
share advice and techniques for how to
craft original stories filled with strangeness
and charm.

SAT 20 AUGUST, 10AM-1PM, NATIONAL
CENTRE FOR WRITING, £45 (£35 CONC)
Learn tricks of the travel writing trade
from bestselling travel writer, author and
journalist Tharik Hussain. Find your niche,
hone your techniques and bring a place to
life for your reader.

Writing and Movement with
Yelena Moskovitch

FRI 16 SEPTEMBER, 2-4.30PM, NATIONAL
CENTRE FOR WRITING, £45 (£35 CONC)
Explore how the bodily experience of
movement can be used as inspiration for
exciting new writing. Yelena Moskovich,
award-winning author of The Natashas,
Virtuoso and A Door Behind A Door, will lead
you through a range of writing exercises,
discussion and gentle movement that can
be adapted for all bodies.
Nadine Aisha Jassat
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Practical help for writers of all genres and career stages. Through
informal group discussion and writing exercises, our expert tutors will
share their skills and insight on various areas of writing.

PHOTO: © CHRIS SCOTT

WORKSHOPS AND COURSES

Workshops

Online courses
Develop a writing routine and gain regular feedback on your work
from an experienced tutor with an online creative writing course.
These 12 or 18-week online courses can
be accessed from anywhere in the world,
at any time. They include exercises,
interactive Zoom sessions, hand-picked
resources and fortnightly tutor feedback
on your writing. You’ll share the experience
with a small group of fellow students.

Choose from Level One (12-week)
or Level Two (18-week) courses in:
• Fiction
• Crime Writing
• Poetry
• Historical Fiction
• Creative Non-Fiction
• Scriptwriting
• Memoir

Autumn semester begins
19 September 2022
‘Having someone read and feed back
on my writing gave me focus and
motivation.’
‘The encouraging constructive feedback
gave me more confidence than anything
else I’ve done in learning creative
writing.’
In partnership with:

nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk 01603 877177
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These short online courses make
it easy to progress even while
balancing work, school or family
commitments. Study anywhere,
at your own pace.

Hour-long, one-to-one sessions
with an expert mentor.

Choose from courses in:

• Productivity and routine building
• Publishing knowledge
• Science fiction writing
• Middle grade fiction
• Short form poetry
• Building confidence
Many courses are free! Paid-for courses
begin at £75.

Your session will focus on how best to
help you, whether you are at the start of
a project and seeking ways to develop
your craft; working on a manuscript and
needing advice on a particular issue; or are
seeking feedback on a finished piece of
work and wondering about next steps.

Sarah Dempster

Scriptwriting for TV, film, radio

Katri Skala

Fiction, drama, creative non-fiction

Heidi Williamson
Poetry

Kate Worsley

Fiction, non-fiction, historical fiction,
journalism
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£95 per session. Book three sessions
with the same mentor together in a
single transaction to receive a 10%
discount.

Wandering Words: a Literary
Walking Tour
DOWNLOAD A MAP USING
THE CODE BELOW

Discover Norwich of the past, present and
future by taking an audio walking tour of
the city. Featuring newly commissioned
poems from five brilliant writers. Download
a map online or pick up a copy from
bookshops across Norwich.

Celebrating
ten years of
England’s
first City of
Literature
Norwich has been a literary city for
over 900 years: a place of ideas where
the power of words has changed lives,
promoted parliamentary democracy,
fomented revolution, fought for the
abolition of slavery, and transformed
literature.

A Norfolk & Norwich Festival and National
Centre for Writing presentation, programmed
by National Centre for Writing

Stories From the Quarter

Members of the Bengali community share
stories of how their families came to
Norwich and what Bengali life looks like
in the city today. These spoken histories
will be publicly available online and at
Norfolk Record Office later in the year,
in conjunction with the launch of a new
interactive public walking trail.
Funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund

This year marks the ten-year anniversary of
Norwich becoming England’s first UNESCO

Heidi Williamson
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City of Literature, joining a prestigious
network of cities worldwide. We’ll be
hosting a year-long calendar of celebratory
activities from May 2022 to May 2023 ‒ for
the latest updates on what’s on, see the
NCW website.
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One-to-one
mentoring

01603 877177 nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk
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WORKSHOPS AND COURSES

Online, selfpaced courses

DRAGON HALL

WRITER AND TRANSLATOR OPPORTUNITIES

Writer and translator
opportunities
NCW hosts a year-round residency
programme for UK and international
writers and translators. Most of our
residencies take place in Norwich, with
accommodation offered in our two
bedroom cottage at Dragon Hall. We
also continue to offer virtual residencies
and collaborate with a range of partners on
exchange opportunities.
Our residents for June to September
include Nadiyah Abdullatif, Clare Richards,
Soobin Kim, Els Beerten, Yelena Moskovich
and Dawid Mobolaji.
Visit nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/
residencies

Escalator Talent Development
Scheme

Our annual talent development scheme
is open to unpublished, early career
fiction writers in the Eastern region who
feel their voice is underrepresented and
would benefit from a structured period
of support. Successful applicants receive
eight months of mentoring, a residential
retreat, a showcase event and more.
Applications open on Thursday 14 July, and
close on Monday 19 September.
Visit nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/
escalator

Emerging Translator Mentorships

PHOTO: © HANNAH HUTCHINS

Our translation mentoring programme
aims to develop successive new cohorts of
literary translators into English, particularly
for languages whose literature is currently
underrepresented in English translation.
Successful applicants receive six months of
mentoring, a residential retreat, access to
industry events and a showcase.
Applications open on Friday 22 July, and
close at 10am on Wednesday 31 August.
Visit nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/
emerging-translator-mentorships
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Residencies at Dragon Hall

A jewel in the crown of
Norwich’s medieval history
The National Centre for Writing is based
in the magnificent Dragon Hall on King
Street ‒ a rare example of a medieval
merchant’s trading hall, built in about
1430 at the crossroads of Norwich’s great
trading routes. Dragon Hall hosts regular
open days, heritage tours and community
events. Everyone is welcome.

Guided Heritage Tours

Take a tour of the historic Dragon Hall.
Learn more about the architectural and
social history of this fascinating 15thcentury building from an experienced
volunteer guide.

FREE ENTRY (SUGGESTED DONATION
£5) – BOOK YOUR PLACE IN ADVANCE
OR TURN UP ON THE DAY.

Mon 18 July, 2pm
Mon 15 August, 2pm
Mon 19 September, 2pm
Tours led by the Dragon Hall Heritage
Volunteers.

Heritage Open Days 2022

SAT 17 SEPTEMBER, 11AM-7PM, FREE ENTRY

We’re opening our doors for Norfolk
Heritage Open Days 2022! Explore the
colourful history of the building and hear
more about the work of National Centre
for Writing.

Dragon Hall cottage
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SUPPORT US

Changing the Story
Help us raise funds to ensure that National Centre for Writing and our
home at Dragon Hall is open to all members of the community, for
years to come.
Make a donation
You can make a single donation online
(via the address below), in person at
Dragon Hall, by telephone or by post.
nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/
support-us

Join a membership scheme

Starting from as little as £15 per year, our
membership schemes are a great way to
support NCW through regular giving.

NCW Society
Join a group of like-minded people and
get involved with our year-round calendar
of activities.
£15 a year or £60 a year
Robert Toppes Collections Company
Protect the future of Dragon Hall by
supporting the ongoing upkeep and
future restoration of the building and its
surrounding campus. This includes a major
£35,000 conservation repair to the Great
Arch and Ogee Arch planned for 2022-23.
£20 a month or £220 annually
NCW Supporters’ Circle
Ensure the writers of tomorrow get the
support they need to thrive and tell their
story. An annual membership scheme
for our major donors to support our
commissions, work in schools and new
writers.
£31 a month or £365 annually
Join now at nationalcentreforwriting.
org.uk/memberships or call us
on 01603 877177

One of Norwich’s best independent cafés
and bar has a new pop-up at the National
Centre for Writing!
Serving a selection of wines, beers, spirits
and soft drinks at events in the Great Hall.
NATIONAL CENTRE FOR WRITING
Dragon Hall, 115 - 123 King St. Norwich NR1 1QE
(Events only)

THE BICYCLE SHOP
17 St Benedicts St, Norwich NR2 4PE

EATON PARK CAFÉ
Eaton Park, Norwich NR4 7AZ
Web: thebicycleshopcafe.com
Telephone: 01603 625777
Email: someone@thebicycleshopcafe.com
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Contact us

Online: nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk
Phone: 01603 877177
Email: info@nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk
Office hours are between am- pm
Monday to Friday for ueries
by telephone or email.

Find us

National Centre for Writing, Dragon Hall,
11 -123 King St, Norwich NR1 1 E
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