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DEREK OWUSU TO CHAIR 2022 DESMOND ELLIOTT PRIZE, 

JOINED BY SYMEON BROWN AND LYNDSEY FINERAN 
 

The National Centre for Writing (NCW) has today (January 20th) announced the judges for the flagship 

in its 2022 Early Career Awards portfolio, the Desmond Elliott Prize. 

The £10,000 Desmond Elliott Prize, the country’s largest prize for first novels, will be chaired by its 

2020 winner, the writer and poet Derek Owusu. Owusu will be joined by award-winning journalist and 

author Symeon Brown and Cheltenham Literature Festival’s Programme Manager, Lyndsey Fineran. 

Together they are tasked with finding the novel they believe is most worthy of being crowned the best 

debut novel of the last 12 months. 

Owusu said: “It's an honour to judge any prize but it's even more special to work with a prize that did 

so much for my career and continues to do so for others. And I'm very happy I can be a part of that. 

So I'm really looking forward to reading so many incredible books.” 

Owusu was awarded the 2020 Desmond Elliott Prize for his debut novel That Reminds Me, the first 

work of fiction to be published by Stormzy’s Merky Books imprint. His second solo work, Losing The 

Plot, will be published in 2022 by Canongate Books. Owusu was also one of the founding members of 

the Black Writers Guild, whose formation was due to the lack of representation and inequalities that 

exist within mainstream publishing in the UK. 

The Desmond Elliott Prize is run by the National Centre for Writing as the flagship in its Early Career 

Awards portfolio, which also includes the UEA New Forms Award and the Laura Kinsella Fellowship. 

NCW Chief Executive Chris Gribble said: “We’re delighted and proud to have Derek, Lyndsey and 

Symeon join us as judges for the 2022 Desmond Elliott Prize. All three are deeply connected to the 

best new writing, most exciting new writers and the most urgent stories being created today and will 

do a brilliant job in guiding the prize this year. The last couple of years has seen a boom in reading and 

a reading public more confident and open than ever before to outstanding new work; the Desmond 

Elliott Prize longlist offers an exhilarating snapshot of the best on offer this year and we’re very excited 

to make a start!” 



The UEA New Forms Award, worth £4,000 to the winner, champions an innovative and daring new 

voice in fiction. It is awarded to a writer at the beginning of their career whose work might collaborate 

with other art-forms or in site-specific/site-responsive ways, experiment with forms of performance 

or print, challenge traditional form or inhabit a digital space.  

The Laura Kinsella Fellowship, also worth £4,000, was created to support writers experiencing limiting 

circumstances or whose voices are underrepresented in mainstream literary fiction. It is awarded to 

one exceptionally talented early career writer of literary fiction.  

The winners of all three prizes will benefit from the resources of the National Centre for Writing’s Early 

Career Awards programme, co-funded by Arts Council England. Each writer will receive a tailored 

package of further support including residency opportunities, mentoring and industry insight. 

The Desmond Elliott Prize longlist will be announced on April 21st and the shortlist will be announced 

on June 7th. The winners of all three prizes will be revealed on 1st July 2022. 

ENDS 

For further information, please contact Angel Pearce at Riot Communications: 

angel@riotcommunications.com / 07888 672790 

 

Notes to editors: 

About the National Centre for Writing:  

The National Centre for Writing (NCW) is a place of discovery, exchange, ideas and learning for writers, 
literary translators and readers. It champions artistic experimentation, cross-sector collaboration and 
literary translation to support a vibrant and diverse literary environment in the UK. 

Based in the restored and extended 15th century Dragon Hall in the heart of Norwich, England’s first 
UNESCO City of Literature, it explores how writing can inspire and change the world we live in. Its year-
round programme of events, festivals and courses reaches over 14,000 people a year with an 
additional 110,000 engaged online. Through its learning and participation programme it supports 
20,000 young people a year and has a commitment to working with those in the most disadvantaged 
areas. NCW’s patrons include Margaret Atwood, JM Coetzee, Kei Miller and Elif Shafak. Its key funders 
are Arts Council England, Norwich City Council and University of East Anglia. 

www.nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/desmond-elliott-prize/ 
 

About the Desmond Elliott Prize: 

The Desmond Elliott Prize is an annual award for a first novel written in English and published in the 
UK. Worth £10,000 to the winner, the Prize is named after the literary agent and publisher, Desmond 
Elliott, in memory of his passion for discovering and nurturing emerging authors. 

mailto:angel@riotcommunications.com
http://www.nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/desmond-elliott-prize/


First awarded in 2008, the Prize has a track record of spotting outstandingly talented novelists at the 
beginning of their careers, with former winners including Eimear McBride for A Girl is a Half-formed 
Thing, Claire Fuller for Our Endless Numbered Days and Preti Taneja for We That Are Young. 

Visit www.desmondelliottprize.org.uk for more on the history of the Desmond Elliott Prize and 
www.nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/early-career-awards/ for information on the 2022 Prize. 

 

Judges’ bios, alphabetically by surname: 

 

Symeon Brown 

Symeon Brown is an award-winning news correspondent on Channel 4 News, covering culture and 
home affairs. His writing been shortlisted for the Orwell Prize and the British Journalism Awards. He 
is also the curator of the Good Readers Book Club, reviewing and interviewing leading British literary 
talent. He was also editor-in-chief of Channel 4's News critically acclaimed #blacktofront season. His 
debut book, Get Rich Or Lie Trying, is published by Atlantic Books in March 2022. 

Lyndsey Fineran 

Lyndsey Fineran is the Programme & Commissioning Manager for The Times and The Sunday 
Times Cheltenham Literature Festival – the oldest, and one of the largest, book festivals in the world. 
In her time with the Festival she has been responsible for building a live literature programme and 
founding Lit Crawl Cheltenham; talent development - including founding the flagship 'Debuts and 
Cocktails' event which champions debut novelists; commissioning new work; forging international 
partnerships and collaborations and has worked with Festival Guest Curators including Bernardine 
Evaristo, Elif Shafak, Max Porter and George the Poet. She was part of the team that delivered a 
pioneering hybrid edition of the 2020 Festival that won ‘Event of the Year’ at The Bookseller’s 
FutureBook Awards, as well as 3 separate 'Event of the Year' wins at theSoGlosAwards between 
2018 and 2021. 
 
Originally from the North-East and now Bristol based, she holds degrees in Literature from Durham 
and St Andrews Universities, is on the board of the British Arts Festivals Association, chairs literary 
events and is a Society of Young Publishers Mentor. In 2019 she was selected for The Bookseller's 
Rising Stars programme, which identifies and champions the future leaders of the book industry and 
was recently named as one of The Top 50 Most Inspirational Women in Gloucestershire in 2021 
by SoGlos. 
 
Derek Owusu 

Derek Owusu is an award-winning writer and poet from North London. He discovered his passion for 
literature late in life while studying exercise science at university. Unable to afford a change of 
degree, he began reading voraciously and sneaking into English Literature lectures at the University 
of Manchester.  

In 2019, Owusu collated, edited and contributed to SAFE: On Black British Men Reclaiming Space, an 
anthology exploring the experiences of Black men in Britain. 

His first novel, That Reminds Me, and the first work of fiction to be published by Stormzy’s Merky 
Books imprint, won the Desmond Elliott Prize for debut fiction, the judges praising it as a 
‘transcendent work of literature.’ His second solo work, Losing The Plot, is due to be published in 

http://www.desmondelliottprize.org.uk/
http://www.nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/early-career-awards/


2022 with Canongate Books. Owusu was also one of the founding members of the Black Writers 
Guild, whose formation was due to the lack of representation and inequalities that exist within 
mainstream publishing in the UK. 

 

 

 


