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National Centre for Writing to receive £131,545 from Arts 

Council England’s Capital Investment Programme 
 

• National Centre for Writing is among 66 cultural organisations across the country 

to benefit from a share of over £22.7 million from Arts Council England’s Capital 

Investment Programme 

• This award will ensure that more people can benefit from National Centre for 

Writing’s work by making the historic Dragon Hall and their online presence fit 

for the future 

• The news comes as the organisation begins a year-long calendar of activities to 

celebrate the ten-year anniversary of Norwich becoming England’s first UNESCO 

City of Literature 

 

National Centre for Writing (NCW) in Norwich has received a grant of £131,545 from Arts Council 

England’s Capital Investment Programme.  

As part of these 2021-22 and 2022-23 grants, over £22.7 million has been awarded to 66 cultural 

organisations across the country, including NCW. The Capital Investment Programme aims to help 

cultural organisations to transform their buildings and equipment so they can operate safely post-

pandemic, improve access, seize technological opportunities, and reduce environmental impact. 

From Barrow-in-Furness to The Isles of Scilly, the organisations receiving funding share a vision to 

build a fit for the future cultural sector, which all members of their communities can access.  

Darren Henley, Chief Executive, Arts Council England said: 

 



‘World class creativity and culture needs a resilient and sustainable infrastructure to allow 

it to flourish. With these investments in the buildings, equipment, and digital systems of 

cultural organisations across England, we are helping to secure the future of that 

infrastructure and making sure that people from every part of the country can continue 

enjoying all the benefits it delivers for years to come.’ 

 
NCW, based in the historic Dragon Hall on King St, celebrates the artistic and social power of 

creative writing and literary translation with a programme that engages writers, literary 

translators and readers in projects that support new voices and new stories, and respond to the 

changing world of writing. The Arts Council England funding will help the organisation to improve 

accessibility on site for wheelchair and pushchair users, as well as funding the creation of a 

community space in one of the King St-facing rooms of Dragon Hall. Secondly, it will help to 

upgrade NCW’s digital capacities so they can reach people more easily online.  

 

Chris Gribble, CEO, National Centre for Writing, said: 

‘We’re delighted to receive this support from Arts Council England. It’s a signal of 

confidence in our plans as we mark Norwich’s tenth anniversary as England’s first UNESCO 

City of Literature and begin a year-long celebration, and a real commitment to the future 

of NCW and Dragon Hall as a resource for those who love writing in all its forms.’ 

 

Read more about the National Centre for Writing at nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/ 

 
 
/END 
Notes to Editors 

1. Press enquiries to: Stephanie McKenna, Communications Manager, National Centre for Writing at 

steph@nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk or by calling 01603 877177 

 

2. Please find the full data on successful applicants to the Capital Investment Programme to date on 

the Arts Council website here [live from 08:00 on Tuesday 10 May].  

 

3. Arts Council England is the national development agency for creativity and culture. We have set 

out our strategic vision in Let’s Create that by 2030 we want England to be a country in which the 

creativity of each of us is valued and given the chance to flourish and where everyone of us has 

access to a remarkable range of high-quality cultural experiences. We invest public money from 

https://nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/
mailto:steph@nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/get-funding/capital


Government and The National Lottery to help support the sector and to deliver this vision. 

www.artscouncil.org.uk.  

 

Following the Covid-19 crisis, the Arts Council developed a £160 million Emergency Response 

Package, with nearly 90% coming from the National Lottery, for organisations and individuals 

needing support. We are also one of the bodies administering the Government’s unprecedented 

£1.96 billion Culture Recovery Funds. Find out more at www.artscouncil.org.uk/covid19.  

 

4. About National Centre for Writing (NCW)  

The National Centre for Writing (NCW) is a place of discovery, exchange, ideas and learning for 

writers, literary translators and readers. Based in the restored and extended 15th century Dragon 

Hall in the heart of England’s first UNESCO City of Literature, it explores how writing can inspire 

and change the world we live in. Its year-round programme of events, festivals and courses reaches 

over 14,000 people a year with an additional 110,000 engaged online. Through its learning and 

participation programme it supports 20,000 young people a year and has a commitment to 

working with those in the most disadvantaged areas. NCW’s patrons include Margaret Atwood, JM 

Coetzee, Kei Miller and Elif Shafak. http://www.nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk 
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