
   

 

 

 

**Embargoed until 00:01 GMT on Tuesday 2nd February** 

 
LISA MCINERNEY TO CHAIR DESMOND ELLIOTT PRIZE, 

JOINED BY CHITRA RAMASWAMY AND SIMON SAVIDGE 
 

The National Centre for Writing (NCW) has today (Tuesday 2nd February) announced the judges for the 

flagship in its Early Career Awards portfolio, the Desmond Elliott Prize. 

The Desmond Elliott Prize, which is the country’s largest prize for first novels and worth £10,000 to 

the winner, will be chaired by its 2016 winner, Lisa McInerney. McInerney will be joined by journalist 

and author Chitra Ramaswamy and book reviewer and broadcaster Simon Savidge. They are together 

tasked with finding the novel they believe is most worthy of being crowned the best debut novel of 

the last 12 months. 

McInerney said: “It is a personal delight to chair the judging panel of the Desmond Elliott Prize five 

years after Iain Pears, Sam Baker and Katy Guest chose The Glorious Heresies as their winner. So we 

can keep literature in rude health, a writer who finds success should never pull the ladder up after 

herself, and this is one way for me to hold that ladder for emerging writers, to pass on the welcome 

and encouragement and assistance I’ve been so lucky to get from my peers. This is why I was so 

pleased to hear of the inclusion of a programme of support from the National Centre for Writing — 

what a positive and important expansion to the prize. I can’t wait to see what’s in store for Chitra, 

Simon and I.” 

Lisa McInerney was awarded the 2016 Desmond Elliott Prize for her debut The Glorious Heresies (John 

Murray), which also won the 2016 Baileys Women's Prize for Fiction, the 2018 Ireland Francophonie 

Ambassadors' Literary Award and the 2018 Primo Edoardo Kihlgren for European literature. Its sequel, 

The Blood Miracles, won the RSL Encore Award for the best second novel of the year. The final book 

in the trilogy, The Rules of Revelation, will be published by John Murray in May 2021. 

The Desmond Elliott Prize is run by the National Centre for Writing as the flagship in its Early Career 

Awards portfolio, which also includes the UEA New Forms Award and the Laura Kinsella Fellowship. 



NCW Chief Executive Chris Gribble said: “We’re really excited to have Lisa, Chitra and Simon join us as 

judges for the 2021 Desmond Elliott Prize. All three are champions of new writing and have their ears 

to the ground when it comes to knowing where the very best first novels are coming from. It’s hard to 

underestimate the importance of reading, and by extension writers, in recent months. The Desmond 

Elliott Prize will bring a long list of outstanding new novels to the attention of a hungry reading public 

and we can’t wait to make a start!” 

The UEA New Forms Award, worth £4,000 to the winner, champions an innovative and daring new 

voice in fiction. It is awarded to a writer at the beginning of their career whose work might collaborate 

with other art-forms or in site-specific/site-responsive ways, experiment with forms of performance 

or print, challenge traditional form or inhabit a digital space.  

The Laura Kinsella Fellowship, also worth £4,000, was created to support writers experiencing limiting 

circumstances or whose voices are underrepresented in mainstream literary fiction. It is awarded to 

one exceptionally talented early career writer of literary fiction.  

The winners of all three prizes will benefit from the resources of the National Centre for Writing’s Early 

Career Awards programme, co-funded by Arts Council England. Each writer will receive a tailored 

package of further support including residency opportunities, mentoring and industry insight. 

The Desmond Elliott Prize longlist will be announced in April and the shortlist will be announced in 

May. The winners of all three prizes will be revealed on 1st July 2021. 

ENDS 

For further information, please contact Caitlin Allen at Riot Communications: 

caitlin@riotcommunications.com / 07814403000 

 

Notes to editors: 

About the National Centre for Writing:  

The National Centre for Writing (NCW) is a place of discovery, exchange, ideas and learning for writers, 

literary translators and readers. It champions artistic experimentation, cross-sector collaboration and 

literary translation to support a vibrant and diverse literary environment in the UK. 

Based in the restored and extended 15th century Dragon Hall in the heart of Norwich, England’s first 

UNESCO City of Literature, it explores how writing can inspire and change the world we live in. Its year-

round programme of events, festivals and courses reaches over 14,000 people a year with an 

additional 110,000 engaged online. Through its learning and participation programme it supports 

20,000 young people a year and has a commitment to working with those in the most disadvantaged 

mailto:caitlin@riotcommunications.com


areas. NCW’s patrons include Margaret Atwood, JM Coetzee, Kei Miller and Elif Shafak. Its key funders 

are Arts Council England, Norwich City Council and University of East Anglia. 

 www.nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk 

 

About the Desmond Elliott Prize: 

The Desmond Elliott Prize is an annual award for a first novel written in English and published in the 

UK. Worth £10,000 to the winner, the Prize is named after the literary agent and publisher, Desmond 

Elliott, in memory of his passion for discovering and nurturing emerging authors. 

First awarded in 2008, the Prize has a track record of spotting outstandingly talented novelists at the 

beginning of their careers, with former winners including Eimear McBride for A Girl is a Half-formed 

Thing, Claire Fuller for Our Endless Numbered Days and Preti Taneja for We That Are Young. 

Visit www.desmondelliottprize.org.uk for more on the history of the Desmond Elliott Prize and 

www.nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/early-career-awards/ for information on the 2021 Prize. 

 

Judges’ bios, alphabetically by surname: 

Lisa McInerney 

Lisa McInerney’s work has featured in Winter Papers, The Stinging Fly, The Guardian, Le Monde, 

Granta, BBC Radio 4 and various anthologies. Her story 'Navigation' was longlisted for the 2017 Sunday 

Times EFG Short Story Award.  

Her debut novel The Glorious Heresies (John Murray) won the 2016 Baileys Women’s Prize for Fiction 

and the 2016 Desmond Elliott Prize. It was shortlisted for an Irish Book Award and longlisted for the 

2016 Dylan Thomas Award. It has been translated into French, in which it won the 2018 Ireland 

Francophonie Ambassadors' Literary Award; Italian, in which it was shortlisted for the Premio Strega 

Europeo and won the Premio Edoardo Kihlgren for European literature; Spanish, Dutch, German, 

Czech, Serbian, Polish and Danish. 

Lisa’s second novel, The Blood Miracles (John Murray) was joint winner of the 2018 RSL Encore Award 

and was longlisted for the 2018 Dylan Thomas Prize. It has been translated into Spanish, French, 

Italian, Czech, German and Danish. 

Lisa’s third novel, and the final book in the Cork City set, The Rules of Revelation, will be published by 

John Murray in May 2021. 

Lisa is a contributing editor at The Stinging Fly. 

 

Chitra Ramaswamy 

Chitra Ramaswamy is a journalist and author. Her first book, Expecting: The Inner Life of Pregnancy, 

published by Saraband in April 2016, won the Saltire First Book of the Year Award and was shortlisted 

for the Polari Prize. She has contributed essays to Antlers of Water, Nasty Women, The Freedom 

Papers, The Bi:ble, and Message From The Skies. She writes mainly for The Guardian, is the restaurant 

critic for The Times (Scottish edition), a columnist for the National Trust for Scotland, and broadcasts 

http://www.nationalcentreforwriting.org.uk/
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regularly for BBC Radio Scotland. She lives in Edinburgh with her partner, two young children and 

rescue dog, and has recently completed her second book.   

 

Simon Savidge 

Simon started the book blog Savidge Reads in 2007, he then moved into podcasts with The Readers, 

before heading to YouTube in 2016 which has become his main focus. Simon has judged The 

Guardian’s Not The Booker Prize, Fiction Uncovered, the Costa Book Awards Debut Novel in 2017, was 

chair of the Portico Prize 2019 and on the overall Costa Book Award 2020 winner judging panel. He 

currently project manages The BBC Novels That Shaped Our World Libraries Events Programme UK 

wide for the charity Libraries Connected, as well as hosting literary events at festivals and bookshops. 

Most known for his YouTube channel, Savidge Reads, Simon has also appeared on the Booker Prize 

BBC News 24/BBC One live show, has hosted a books section on Radio 5 Live and appeared on BBC 

Radio 4. He was a presenter on ‘Sky Arts Live from Cheltenham Literature Festival’ in 2019 and 

returned to Sky Arts last autumn as one of the presenters on ‘Book Club Live’. He is also literary curator 

for The Good Life Society and will running reading retreats in Wales and Scotland in 2021/2022. 


